
The Obsession by Meyer Levin: An Enthralling
Masterpiece

Prepare to be captivated by Meyer Levin's The Obsession, an extraordinary
novel that delves into the complexities of human desire, obsession, and
redemption. Set against the backdrop of World War II, this historical fiction
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masterpiece weaves a compelling tale of love, betrayal, and the enduring
power of the human spirit.

A Haunting Tale of Obsession

At the heart of The Obsession lies a consuming love triangle that drives the
characters to the brink of despair. Major David Gordon, a brilliant Jewish
surgeon, finds himself torn between his love for his beautiful wife, Rachel,
and his overwhelming obsession with a mysterious woman named Marian.
Marian, a fellow surgeon with a troubled past, becomes David's obsession,
consuming his thoughts and actions.
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As the war rages on, David's obsession intensifies, threatening to destroy
his marriage, his career, and even his sanity. Levin masterfully explores the
destructive nature of obsession, showing how it can distort reality and lead
to tragic consequences.

Intricate Characters and Psychological Depth
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Levin's characters are vividly drawn and psychologically complex. David
Gordon is a deeply flawed yet sympathetic protagonist. His struggle to
reconcile his love for his wife with his obsession for Marian is both
heartbreaking and believable. Rachel, a strong and intelligent woman,
embodies the virtues of loyalty and forgiveness. Marian, the enigmatic
object of David's desire, remains a mystery throughout much of the novel,
her true nature gradually unfolding.

Through the intricate tapestry of these characters, Levin explores the
universal themes of love, betrayal, guilt, and redemption. He delves into the
complexities of human nature, revealing the depths of our capacity for both
love and destruction.

Historical Context and Social Commentary

The Obsession is not only a compelling story but also a poignant reflection
on the horrors of World War II and the Jewish experience during that time.
Levin, a Jew himself, draws upon his own experiences to create a powerful
and moving portrayal of the Holocaust and its devastating impact on
individuals and families.

The novel also explores the social and cultural tensions of the era, such as
anti-Semitism and racism. Levin's unflinching portrayal of these issues
adds depth and resonance to the story, making it a valuable historical
document as well as a compelling work of literature.

Meyer Levin: A Literary Master

Meyer Levin (1905-1981) was a prolific American writer known for his
powerful storytelling abilities and his commitment to social justice. The



Obsession is considered one of his finest works, a testament to his literary
brilliance.

Levin's prose is both lyrical and precise, capturing the emotional intensity of
his characters and the complexities of the human condition. His ability to
create suspense and maintain a page-turning narrative is truly remarkable.

The Obsession by Meyer Levin is a literary masterpiece that will stay with
you long after you finish reading it. Its intricate plot, complex characters,
and profound themes will captivate your mind and haunt your soul.
Whether you are a lover of historical fiction, psychological thrillers, or
simply great literature, this novel is an absolute must-read.

Immerse yourself in the world of The Obsession and experience the power
of a story that will challenge your beliefs, stir your emotions, and leave an
indelible mark on your heart.
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Meyer Levin (1905-1981) was an American writer, screenwriter, and
producer. He was best known for his novels, including The Old Bunch
(1937),Compulsion (1956),and The Obsession (1950). Levin was also an
active member of the American Civil Liberties Union, and he wrote
extensively about the Holocaust and the plight of Jewish refugees.
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Discovery with Nanny
Embark on Ramona's Extraordinary Easter Adventure In the beloved
children's classic, "The Easter That Ramona Learned Why Nanny and
Me," acclaimed author Beverly Cleary...

The Old City and Mount of Olives: A Journey
Through Jerusalem's Timeless Heart
Jerusalem, a city etched into the annals of history, invites you to embark
on an extraordinary pilgrimage to its ancient heart, the Old City and
Mount of Olives. Within these...
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