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Historic house museums offer a unique window into the past, providing
visitors with an opportunity to experience firsthand the lives and times of
those who came before us. However, interpreting these museums in a way
that is both accurate and engaging can be a challenge.

In their book Interpreting Historic House Museums, the American
Association for State and Local History (AASLH) provides a comprehensive
guide to the theory and practice of interpreting historic house museums.
The book is written by a team of experts in the field, and it draws on the
latest research on museum interpretation.

One of the key themes of the book is the importance of context. AASLH
argues that historic house museums cannot be understood in isolation.
They must be interpreted in the context of the surrounding community, the
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region, and the nation. This means that interpreters need to be aware of
the social, economic, and political forces that shaped the lives of the people
who lived in the house.

Another key theme of the book is the use of primary sources. AASLH
emphasizes the importance of using primary sources, such as letters,
diaries, and artifacts, to interpret historic house museums. These sources
provide firsthand accounts of the lives of the people who lived in the house,
and they can help interpreters to create a more accurate and engaging
experience for visitors.

Finally, AASLH argues that interpretive strategies should be relevant to
diverse audiences. Historic house museums should be accessible to
visitors of all ages, backgrounds, and abilities. Interpreters need to develop
strategies that are engaging and informative for all visitors, regardless of
their prior knowledge of the subject matter.

Interpreting Historic House Museums is an essential resource for anyone
who works in the field of museum interpretation. It provides a
comprehensive overview of the theory and practice of interpreting historic
house museums, and it offers practical advice on how to create engaging
and informative experiences for visitors.

Key Themes

The importance of context: Historic house museums cannot be
understood in isolation. They must be interpreted in the context of the
surrounding community, the region, and the nation.

The use of primary sources: Primary sources, such as letters,
diaries, and artifacts, provide firsthand accounts of the lives of the



people who lived in the house. These sources can help interpreters to
create a more accurate and engaging experience for visitors.

The need for interpretive strategies that are relevant to diverse
audiences: Historic house museums should be accessible to visitors
of all ages, backgrounds, and abilities. Interpreters need to develop
strategies that are engaging and informative for all visitors, regardless
of their prior knowledge of the subject matter.

Benefits of Reading This Book

Gain a comprehensive understanding of the theory and practice of
interpreting historic house museums.

Learn how to use primary sources to create engaging and informative
experiences for visitors.

Develop interpretive strategies that are relevant to diverse audiences.

Stay up-to-date on the latest research on museum interpretation.

Who Should Read This Book?

Interpreting Historic House Museums is an essential resource for anyone
who works in the field of museum interpretation. It is also a valuable
resource for anyone who is interested in learning more about the history of
the United States.

About the American Association for State and Local History

The American Association for State and Local History (AASLH) is a non-
profit organization dedicated to promoting the preservation and
interpretation of state and local history. AASLH provides a variety of



resources to its members, including publications, conferences, and training
programs.

Free Download Your Copy Today

Interpreting Historic House Museums is available for Free Download from
the AASLH website. Free Download your copy today and start learning how
to create engaging and informative experiences for visitors to your historic
house museum.
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The Unforgettable Easter: Ramona's Journey of
Discovery with Nanny
Embark on Ramona's Extraordinary Easter Adventure In the beloved
children's classic, "The Easter That Ramona Learned Why Nanny and
Me," acclaimed author Beverly Cleary...
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The Old City and Mount of Olives: A Journey
Through Jerusalem's Timeless Heart
Jerusalem, a city etched into the annals of history, invites you to embark
on an extraordinary pilgrimage to its ancient heart, the Old City and
Mount of Olives. Within these...
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